
Source:  Office of the State Public Defender
LSA Staff Contact:  Laura Book (515.725.0509 laura.book@legis.iowa.gov 

Indigent Defense in Iowa — Average Claim and Charge Costs

Cost Per 
Claim

Cost Per 
Charge

Private Public 
Fiscal Year Attorney Defender

2008 419$             313$         
2009 526 330
2010 480 273
2011 444 268
2012 498 280
2013 508 282
2014 495 299
2015 516 398
2016 459 314
2017 470 305

Notes:
1)   All costs are averages.
2)  The average cost for a private attorney is a cost per claim.  The average cost for a public defender is a cost 

average is based on the number of claims.
3)  The average cost for public defender cases is based on the operating budget.

per charge.  Public Defender cost average is measured by number of charges filed against a client that 
are closed.  Private Attorneys file a single claim for all charges that arise out of the same incident and 
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								Cost Per Claim				Cost Per Charge

								Private				Public 

				Fiscal Year				Attorney				Defender

				2008				$419				$313

				2009				526				330																																						FY 2008

				2010				480				273																																						FY 2009

				2011				444				268																																						FY 2010

				2012				498				280																																						FY 2011

				2013				508				282																																						FY 2012

				2014				495				299																																						FY 2013

				2015				516				398																																						FY 2014

				2016				459				314																																						FY 2015

				2017				470				305																																						FY 2016

																																																		FY 2017

				Notes:

				1)   All costs are averages.



				2)  The average cost for a private attorney is a cost per claim.  The average cost for a public defender is a cost 

				per charge.  Public Defender cost average is measured by number of charges filed against a client that 

				are closed.  Private Attorneys file a single claim for all charges that arise out of the same incident and the 

				average is based on the number of claims.



				3)  The average cost for public defender cases is based on the operating budget.









								Fiscal Year		Private Attorneys		Public Defenders

								FY 1991

								FY 1992

								1993		613		206

								1994		571		209

								1995		506		215

								1996		599		168

								1997		466		189

								1998		495		201

								1999		462		215

								2000		466		252

								FY 2001		435		250
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Private Attorney	FY 2008	FY 2009	FY 2010	FY 2011	FY 2012	FY 2013	FY 2014	FY 2015	FY 2016	FY 2017	419	526	480	444	498	508	495	516	459	470	Public Defender	FY 2008	FY 2009	FY 2010	FY 2011	FY 2012	FY 2013	FY 2014	FY 2015	FY 2016	FY 2017	313	330	273	268	280	282	299	398	314	305	







Data

		Fiscal Year		PrivateAttorney		PublicDefender

		1991		466		250

		1992		494		188

		1993		444		206

		1994		571		209

		1995		506		215

		1996		599		168

		1997		466		189

		1998		495		201

		1999		462		215

		2000		466		252

		2001		435		250

		2002		417		224

		2003		402		224

		2005		362		253

		2006		363		261

		2007		383		280

		2008		419		313

		2009		526		330

		2010		480		273

		2011		444		268

		2012		498		280

		2013		508		282

		2014		495		299

		2015		516		398

		2016		459		314

		2017		470		305





Notes

		Department/Source																Annual

		Source if Website - URL																Quarterly

		Frequency Released		Annual														Monthly

		Notes																Variable
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